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In their unanimous Revvsar of Mr. 
7 _ Wood's Copper-Money, GC. 


ö, the peculiar Bleſſing of Great Britain 
and Peland that their King has fo often 
&) an Opportunity of knowing the Senſe 
Bot» of bis People, and the true State of his ov 
S Ta Kingdoms by the Repreſentations of his 
: Parliaments, which being compoſed of 
_ great Numbers of Perſons from all Parts of the Coun- 
trey, of the firſt Diſtinction, and molt opulent For- 
runes, of the beſt Education and moſt unblemiſhed 
Characters, they cannot but have the true Interglt * 
of their Country moſt fineerely at Heart, nor Gin 
they be unaicquainted with the true State of the _ 
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= ' Nation, Their Number, as it renders Corruption 
ww, extremely difficult, ſo it prevents a Majority from 
following thoſe By-views and private Intereſts which 
ate D often obſerved in leſſet Bodies. Self- Love alone 
_— would oblige ſuch an Aſſembly fairly to repreſent the 
Bf  Afiate of the Nation, and to give their beſt Advice 
por Aggrandizing their King and Country, by pre- 
| __ ſerving his Majeſty's Revenue, encouraging Trade, 
And maintaining the Properties of the Subject. 
 _ © That our Preſent moſt gracious Scveraign has the 
N * higheſt Notions of the Uſefulneſs and Sincerity of 
|. _ Parliaments, is plain by the whole Actions of his 
Reign. And we of this poor Kingdom had a very 
- particular Inſtance of it in the Var 1721, when many 
Gentlemen of Diſtintion follicited a Charter for 
erecting a Bank as a Thing very beneficial to this 
| Country. His Majeſty readily complyed; but in- 
AT.̃?ł]tkted a Clauſe of Revocation, in caſe the Parliament 
uod not approve of the Projet; which, upon the 
5 addteſſes of both Houſes, alt ho far from unanimous, 
he graciouſly made uſe of. 5 FE. 
Moſt Princes have the Misfortune of ſeeing the 
State of their Kingdoms only with other People's 
Eyes, who but too often defign nothing ſo much as 
amaſſing Wealth, and agrandizing their Families. 
But our Byitiſß Kings are happy in having fo difin- 
=D tereſted a Council as a Parliament by whoſe timely 
advice any Miſtake may be rettified, which wop1ld 
K - Otherwiſe end in the Impoveriſhment, if not the De- 
V7 A as 
It would be endleſs to enumerate all the Inſtances 
we haye of this Kind in Hiſtory. I ſhall only mention 
one. The great oy El:gabeth, by groſs Miſre- 
preſentations of the State of the Nation, had been 
induced to grant her Letters patent for ſeveral Mono- 
© ÞPolies. * But as foon as ſhe found her Parliament was 
of -Opinion that they were highly injurious to her Peo- 
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them, ſetting forth how they had been obtained ; and 
diſannulled them as far as lay in her Power. The 


: Senſe ſhe had of the Parliament's Interpoſition in this 


Affair, appears by a Speech ſhe made to the Houſe of 
Commons which attended her on that Occaſion. © She 

« defired Mr. Speaker to give her Thanks to the 
« Houſe of Commons. For had ſhe not received 
e Knowledge from them, ſhe might have fallen into 
« the Lap of an Error, only for Lack of true Infor- 
« mation. She aſſured them, that ſince ſhe was 


10 Queen ſhe never put her Pen to any Grant, but that 


* upon Pretext that it was both good and beneficial 
* to her Subjects in general. But the contrary being 
“found, altho? there were Danger in repealing her 


Grants, yet what Danger would ſhe not rather in- 
# © cur for their Good, than ſuffer them [till to con- 
Somme | 5 


But why ſhould I mention the Advantages which 
have accrued to theſe Nations by Parliamentary Re- 
preſentations in former Days, when we at this Time 


are likely to reap the greateſt Benefit from them, by 


being freed from a Copper Coinage deſigned for re- 
land. In the Beginning of the Year 1722. one Mr. 
Wood, by repreſenting a great Scarcity of Half-pence 
in this Kingdom, obtained a Patent from his Majeſty 
tor coining 360 Iuns of Copper in Great Britain in- 

to Halt-pence and Farthings, for the Kingdom of Ire- 
land, two Shillings and Six-pence being allowed to be 
made of each Pound. This Affait was tranſacted with 
ſuch unuſual Secrecy, that neither our Chief Gover- 
zour (as he often folemnly declared) nor any Perſon 
in Ireland had the leaſt Intimation of it, until the Pa- 
tent had paſſed the Seals, whereby all Oppoſition 


was prevented. This Secrecy was very neceſſary for 


Mr. Wood's: Purpoſes; for as ſoon as it was publick, 


IT 4 


— 
2 


* V. Sr. Simon: D? Ewe's Journals Fol, 660. 


ple, and deſtructive of the Trade and Manufactures 
3 of the Nation, ſhe publiſhed her Proclamation againſt 
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3 the conmiſtoners of the Revenue, in a Letter to the 
5 tight honourghle Edward Hopkins Eſq; Secretary to 
our then Lord Lieutenant, dated dug. 7. 1722. and 
ſigned William Conolly, Tho. Medlycott, William Har- 
iſon, William Toung, * after mentioning their Sur- 

prize at Mr. Wood?s Patent, deſire him to lay be- 
* fore the Lord Lieutenant a Memorial preſented by + 
their Agent to the Lords of the Treaſury. concern- 
ing this Patent; and alſo a Report of ſome former 
* Commiſſioners of the Revenue here on the like Oc- 
* caſion; and to acquaint his Grace that they concur- 
* red in all the Objections in thoſe Papers, and were 
of Opinion that ſich a Patent would be highly pre- 

FJ Judicial to the Trade and Welfare of this Kingdom, 

L and more particularly to his Majelty's Revenue, 

which they had formerly found to have ſuffered ve - 

3 * ry, much by too great a Quantity of ſuch baſe 

1 %. Coin. | | TY . „ he 

The People of Ireland were univerſally amazed, 

- that onthe bare Suggeſtion of a ptivate, obſcure, and 
intereſied Perſon, a Patent for coining ſo great a Quan- 

ttity of HalFpence as mult neceſſarily affect the Wel- 

Þ fare of a loyal Kingdom, ſnould paſs without the uſual 

References, which would rightly have informed his 

Majeſty of the Expediency of ſuch a Grant, and whi- 
ther there was a Want of any, and what Quantity, 
in this Kingdom. VVV 2 | 
Every one that remember'd the ill Effects which 

. our former Coinages of Copper had on the Revenue, 

5 Trade, and ManufaQtures of this Kingdom, altho' 
| performed in Dablin, was terrified by this Patent 

which was to be executed in another Kingdom, where 

Redreſs againſt the Patentee would be very difficult 

| and Expenſive. 35 . 

1 | The above-mentioned Commiſſianers, finding theſs 

Apprehenſions very univerſal, laid this Affair before 

the vight honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his 

. Treaſury, in a Letter dated Sept. 19,1722 3 

< in which they aſſure their Lordſhips that they had 
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tune, and by the Merchantsand Traders here to te 
4 preſent the ill Effects of Mr. Wood's Parent, and 
4 that they could from former Experience aſſure their 

“ Lordſhips it would be particularly detrimental to 


1 his Majeſty's Revenue. They repreſented that this 


| | «< Matter had made a great Noiſe here, and that there 


4 did not appear the /raft Want of ſuch ſmall * 


Z © cies of Cin for Change, and hoped that the Im- 
E portance of the Occaſion would excuſe their making 


23 © this Repreſentation of a Matter that had not been 


4 referred to them. — 


* Notwithſtanding theſe Repreſentations, Mr. Wood = 


1 \ proſecuted his Coinage with great Vigour at Briſſol, 


and in the Beginning of the Tear 1723. ſent over to 
3 moſt of the conſiderable Ports of this Kingdom large 


2 Qrvaniities of his Half.pence. Then every one that 
vas not intereſted in the Succeſs of this Comage by 
having contracted for great Quantities of his Half- 
® pence at a large Diſcount, or biaſſed by the Hopes of 


| Country, expreſſed their Apprehenfions of the perni- 
tious Conſequences of this Copper-Money ; and re- 


3 ſolved to make ule of the right they had by Law to 


Z refuſe the ſame. 
met, and every Member being fully fatisfied that there 
was no want of Halt-pence in Ire/and, and truly ſen- 


3 ſerious Conſideration ; and after examining many 


3 weighing Aſſays returned upon Oath by skilful Per- 
2 fons of undoubted Reputation, they came to ſeveral 


4 


KReſolutions which they laid befote his Majeſty in 


molt dutiful and loyal Addreſſe. 


been obtained by grofs Miſrepteſentations of the 
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immaderate Gain to be made out of the Ruins ot their 


In the Beginning of September 1723. our patliament 
ſible of the pernicious Conſequences ofa Redundancy of 
Z {ſuch baſe Coin, they took this Affair into their moſt 


Witneſſes in the moſt ſolemn Manner, and maturely 


* They repreſented, that Mr. Wood's Patent had 


State of this Nation; that altho' the Profit by the 
* Terms of the Patent was very great, yet the Paten- 
tee had imported, and attempted to utter large 
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& and of much leſs Weight than required by the 


Fraud and Deceit; that granting ſuch a Power of 
Coining Tokens to paſs tor Money had always 
b © been, and at all times would be highly detrimen- 
A tal to this Kingdom; and that a Currency of Mr, 
| © Wood's. Half pence would be highly prejudicial to 
his Majeſty's Revenue, deſtructive of the Trade and 

Commerce of this Nation, and of the moſt danger- 


The Mif- What Methods Mr. Wood has uſed to overturn the 
— united Repreſentations of both Houſes of Parliament, 
| the State ate very well known. He procured Witneſſes who 
| of the directly aſſerted the great Want of ſmall Money for 
Nation. Change, and the great Damage that Retailers and 

| ' ManufaQures. ſuffered for Want of ſuch Copper- 


Premiums were often given for ſmall Money for ne- 
r ED Ry 
EZ - Altho? Mr. Mood produced four or five Witneſſes, 
4% Feet he acknowledges this to be the Subſtance of their 
EF uidence, but would have us believe that they all 


agreed in this Teſtimony, Whereas I am inform'd 
; by Gentlemen of undoubted Credit, who were pre- 


ſent at the Examination, that all of them, except 


* 


one, ſaid little to the Purpoſe, inſiſting only in gene- 
their private Intereſt prompted them; they having 
contracted for large Quantities of Mr. Wood's Ware : 
And their Ignotance in Trade, their Obſcurity in the 


tender their Evidence more excuſable than innocent. 


Fortune, when. his principal Support is owing to a 
petty Irox-work, Which you are to take for conſider- 
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quantities of Half. pence of different Impreſſions, 


Patent, and had been guilty of a molt notorious = 
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„ Money; hat conſiderable Manufactures have bee a 
© obliged to give Tallies to their Workmen, and that 


- N 


ral on the Want of Half pence, To fay thus much. 
World, and their Unacquaintance with Lriſb Affaits 
But the Evidence Mr, Wood chiefly relied on, was 


Mr. John Brown f the County of Mayo, who made 
a gay Appearance, that he might paſs for a Man of 


able Manufactures. This Gentleman was artfully | 
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choſen, fot he quitted this Kingdom under the unani- 
mous Cenſute of our Houſe of Commons, © for mali- 


* ciouſly contriving and promoting a wicked Conſpira- 


cy, to take away the Life of John Bingham Eſq, 
He was ordered into Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
« for his Prevarication when examined on this Head; 
and his — 1 Attorney General ordered to proſe- 


4 cute him for the ſaid Confſpiracy*. I ſhall not trouble 


my Reader with a Hiſtory of his Lite, becauſe no one 
is ſo weak as to expect that one in his Circumſtances, 
who is ſure of being outlawed; ſhould have any Re- 
gard for the Interelt of his native Country, It is 
needleſs therefore to inſiſt on the Affidavit of the 
Overſeer of his Iron-work, certified by his elder Bio- 
ther, and many Gentlemen of the Country, ſetting 
forth; © That they had no Want of Halt-pence , 
« that Mr. Brow? had been ſo far from giving Tallies, 
ce ſjgned Cards; or Premiums, for Copper-Money, 
*© that he obliged one to receive thirteen Pounds in 
* HalFpence; in a Payment of twenty Pounds, Ster. 
I have not been particular in diſqualifyng Mr. 
Wood's Witneſſes, altho” the Task would be very 
eaſy; becaule it is needleſs to convince the People of 
Ireland, that the State of the Nation has been miſte- 
preſented by Mr. Hood; and the reſt of the World 
have the united Senſe of both Heu ſes of Parliament 
for it: An Evidence far ſuperior to the Teſtimony of 
any private Perſons, altho” of untainted Repurations, 
our Conſtitution neceſſarily ſuppoſing the Parliament 


do be molt intimately acquainted with the true Intetelt 
. and State of the Nation, by inveſting it with a Power 
of making Laws, granting Subfidies; & c. And that 


this Suppoſition is well grounded, will appear by 


I comparing the happy Condition of Great Britain 


and Ireland with that of France, or any other Coun- 


try, governed by arbitrary Power, In the former, 


the Prince is informed of the State of his Kinzdoms 
by his Parliaments: In the latter, by private Per ſons. 


88 , 


* V. Votes of the Houſe of Commons, Nov. 5. 1723. 
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Had France been bleſſed with a Parliament like 
that of Great Britain, the late Regent would never 
have called in the whole Species of the Kingdom and 
recoined it at + leſs intrinfic Value, when the current 
Value was increaſed; and, as if that had been but a 

ſmall Matter, iſſued out Notes of no intrinfic Value © 

= TE with a forced Currency, which, as ſoon as he was poſs 

11 ſelſed of all the Cath of the Kingdom, were called 

dan. By theſe Methods the Bulk of the People 

were robbed of their Subſtance, and many Families re 
„,, hh 57 | 
It may be objected, that Parliaments have ſome- 
times agreed to Things evideatly prejudicial to the 
Intereſt of their Country, If there be any ſuch In- 
ſtance, it has been apparent that in ſuch Caſes the 
greateſt of Influences has been uſed, and ſuch Points 
never carried but at an immenſe Charge, nor without 
a conſiderable Oppoſition. In ſo large a Body, there 

— mult be ſo many different Ways of thinking, ſo ma- 

SE 2 ny contending Parties, and private Aſſociations, that 

E I think it next to impoſſible that a Parliament can 

unanimouſly agree to any thing which is not moſt evi- 
dent. For it is hard if there be not honelt Men 
enough, to prevent any malicious Combination from 
being carried without a Negative. 
= . . Our Parliament, compoſed of Men of undeniable 
Þ Loyalty, and unalterably attached to his molt ſacred 
= Majeſiy, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Royal 
Nouſe, were not only unanimous but unanimouſly Zea- 
lous in their Repreſentations concerning Mr. Wood's 

Coihage. What could influence all the Lords Spiritual : 

and Temporal, and ſo large a Body of the firſt Gentry © 

of the Kingdom, many of them his Majeſty's imme- * 

| diate Servants, and ſome concerned in Trade and Ma 

2 zuuſactures truly conſiderable, 1 ſay, what could in- 

= fluence ſich an Aſſembly, but a ſincere Love of their 

+ Country? Mr. Wogd and his Friends would have 
| gained, if poſſible, their Favour on the other Side of 
| the;Qneltion. -- , 3 
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of the great Want of Copper-Money, and expreſſing 
the great Demand there was for bis Half-pence in 
Ireland, are hardly worth taking notice of; becauſe - 
I believe Mr. Wood is now ſatisfied, that there is no 
Demand for ſuch Ware. And what Evidence can 
there be in a few Letters, written by interelted Pet- 
ſons, not conſiderable enough, either in Trade or For- 
tune, to be known in Irelande 1 
Mr. Wood, being ſenſible that neither his Witneſſes 
nor Letters would ever convince the World, that our 
Parliament did not underſtand the State of their own 
Country, like one falling down a Precipice, was glad 
to lay hold of any thing to ſupport his Cauſe, and 
therefore alledged, That ſome Raps or counterfeit 
Half-pence which paſs here, had obtained a Currency + 
out + Neceſſity, and for Want of better ſmall Money. 
If this be a concluſive Argument, then we have 
wanted Half-pence ever ſince we had any; for we 
have never wanted Raps. Nor is it poſſible we ſhould, 
conſidering the valt Diſproportion there is betwixt the 
intrinfic and current Value of our Copper-Money, 
there being always Numbers ready to run the Risk of 
a Puniſhment not capital, for a conſiderable Profit. 
But the Number of our Raps is no way ſo conſiderable 
as Mr. Wood would repreſent them, nor have thoſe 
which are known to be Raps obtained a Currency out 
of Neceſſity : But, their Number and Value being 
ſmall, from the Neglect of Gentlemen among whom 
in Coffee-houſes they are chiefly current, and thar 
only in Dublin. The Nation is ſo far from acknow- 
ledging a Neceſſity for Raps, that, being ſenſible of 
the evil Conſequences of ſuch baſe Coin, the greateſt 
Care has always been taken to diſcourage thele Coin- 
ers, by proſecuting, and ſeverely puniſhing them, 
when diſcovered ; which it is not difficult to do at 
preſent, for a new Half-penny is eafily diſtinguiſhed. 
The Vigilance of our Magiſtrates has ar laſt pur a Stop 
to this Trade, which would have been impraQticable 


if Mr, Wood's Halt-pence had obtained a Curtency, 
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The Letters produced by Mr, Wood, complaining 
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prevent it, becauſe they could afford to make them 


undiſtinguiſhable, and yet have an immoderate Gain. 
Mr. Wood's Half: pencæ are Raps in Great Britain, 

and far below the Standard of the Enghſh Copper: 
Money; yet they have obtained a Sort of Currency, 


for we were furniſhed with the greateſt Part of our 
Raps during our late Coinages of Copper, nor was it 
in the Power of the Patentees or the Magiltrate to 


not only in many Parts of the Country, but even in 


London, in the Face of the Royal Mint. I think it 
would be very unreaſonable to conclude from hence, 
that Halt-pence are wanting in London. 55 


One of Mr. Wood's Witneſſes* own'd that he had 


conttacted for 200001, of theſe Half-pence, at 30 


per Cent. diſcount, in Caſe Mr. Wood obtained a Pro- 
clamation, which he apprehended would enforce 3 
Currency. I would ask him and Mr. Wood, why the 
one infilted on a Proclamation, and the other offered 


- 


10 large a Premium, if there was ſo 775 2 Want of, 
and Demand for Halt-pence in Ireland? I believe the 


like was never done at the Mint in the Tower. 
Had nothing appeared but Mr. Wood?s Evidences, 


one could not have concluded that his Half pence were 
neceſſaty for this Kingdom. But when they are put 
in Oppoſition to the anited Senſe of both Houſes of. 
Parliament, I can ſafely leave it to any impartial Judge 
wwhither there is any Regſon not to doubt that there is 
\ a real Want of ſuch ſmall Money in Ireland, or whi- 
ther this is ſo far admitted on all Hands, that there 
{repreſentation 


does not appear to have been any Mi. 


the State of Ireland in this Re ſpett. 


Were it neceſſary I could prove by ſeveral Argu- 


ments that there is no Want of Copper Money in Ire- 
land. For inſtance, the current Caſh of England has 


never been computed at leſs than elbe Millions. fier. 
Doftor Davenant ſays a great deal mote, I will ſup- 


poſe the Copper-Money of England to be a 1cooco /. 
am ſure this is a large Allowance :, For alittle after 
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King George's Acceſfion, when there was a. very great 
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Scarcity of Half-pence, a Coinage at the Tower of 
about 460001. made Half-pence ſufficiently 2 In 
F this Proportion then the Copper Money of England, 

is to the Gold and Silver as 1 to 120. The current 
2 Caſh of Ireland has never been computed at above 
Z 5c0000; Then if we have 20000 in Half. pence (and 
we have a great deal mote) the Proportion of our 
Copper - Money to our Gold and Silver will be as 1 to 
25. The Diſproportion is very great; but we hear 

ol no Complaints in Eugland of the Want of Half- _ 
2 pence, and yet a ſmaller Proportion of them would 
7 Tervelreland, by reaſon of the many Sorts of foreign 
Gold, and the many Pieces of ſmall Silver which 
2 paſs here, none of which are current in Eng/and. But 

I ſhall not labour this Point ſince the ananimous Re- 

Z ſolutions of both Houſes of Parliament, the Petition 
f the Lords Fuſtices and Privy Council of Ireland, 
and the Petitions of the County and City of Dublin 
2 have put it paſt Diſpute that Mr, Wood grofly miſre- 
pre ſented the State of this Nation in Order to obtain : 
= bis Patent. 1 | 
MI. Wood, being ſenſible that he muſt forfeit all Mr.woog's ' 
Title to the Compaſſion of Mankind, if in the Begin- Fraudsde- 
ning of his Coinage he made his HalF-pence of much — 
les Weight than required by the Patent, which allow- © 

ed him lo extraordinary a Profit, has endeavoured to 
evade this Charge by inſiſting on a Report of an A 
ay made by Sir I/aac Newton, Edward Southwel, 

and John Scrope Eſqrs. which not being common I 
ſhall inſert at large. : 


To the right honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of © -” 
his Majeſiy's Treaſury. | 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
28 Ccording to your Lordſhips Order, the Pix 
3 of the Copper-Money coined at Briſtol by 
Mr. Mood for Ireland has been opened and tryed be- 
3 © tore us at his Majeſty's Mint in the Tower, and 75 
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4 1723. to March 28. 1724. in Half: pence fifty an 


* five Tuns, five hundred and three Quarters, and 
« twelve Ounces : And in Farthings, three Tun, ſe- 
< venteen hundred two Quarters, ten Pounds, and 
eight Ounces Averdupois, the whole Coinage 

* amounting to 59 J. 3C. 1gr. 11H. 402. and by 
* the Specimens of this Coinage which have from 


Time to Time been taken from the ſeveral Parcels 


% coined and ſealed up in Papers, and put into the 


Pix, we found that ſixty Half pence weighed four- 
* teen Ounces Troy and eight Penny-weight, which is 


© about a quarter of an Ounce above one Pound 
Weight Averdupois ; and that thirty Farthings 


* weighed three Ounces, and three Quarters of an 


© Ounce Troy, and forty. fix Grains, which is alſo 


above the Weight required by his Patent. We found 


* alſo that both Half-pence and Farthings when heat- 

ed red hot, ſpread thin under the Hammer without 
cracking, as your Lordſhips may ſee by the Pieces 
_ © now. laid before your Lordſhips. But altho' the 
Copper was very good, and the Money, one Piece 
* withanother, was full weight, yet the ſingle Pieces 
were not ſo equally coined in the Weight as they 


vi 


e ſhould have been. | 


We found alſo that thirty and two old Half- pence 


* coined for Ireland in the Reigns of King Charles 2d. 
* King Fames 2d. and King William zd and Queen 


Mary, and produced by Mr, Wood, weighed fix 


* Ounces and eight Penny-weight Troy, that is, one 
“ hundred and three Grains and a half a Piece one 
with another. They were much worn, and if about 
& fix or leven Grains be allowed to each of them one 
* with another for Loſs of their Weight by wearing, 
the Copper-Money coined for England, in the Reign 


of King William being already as much lightned by 


« wearing, they might at firft weigh about half a 
* Ponnd Averdupois; Whereas only thirty of thoſe 


4 rhe Comprroller*s Account, to which Mr. Wood 
e agreed, there bath been coined from Lady- daß 
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« were alſo made of bad Copper two of thoſe coined 
jn the Reign of King Charles II. waſted much in the 
e Fire, and then ſpread thin under the hammer, but 
« not ſo well without cracking as thoſg of Mr. Mood. 


4 Two of thoſe coined in the Reign of King James 
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&« II. walted more in the Fire, and were not malleable 
« when red hot. Two of thoſe coined in the Reign 
<« King Willian and Queen Mary waſted (till more in 
© the Fire, and turned to an unmalleable ſubſtance 
e like a Cynder, as your Lordſhips may ſes the Pieces 
Z © now laid before you. V 
By the Aſſays we reckon the Copper of Mr. 
ood's Half: pence and Farthings to be of the ſame 
„ Goodneſs and Value with the Copper of which the 
Copper -Money is coined in the King's Mint for 
England; or worth in the Market about twelve or 
* © thirteen Pence per Pound Weight Averdupois; 
and the Copper of which the Half. pence were 
„ coined for Ireland in the Reigns of King Charles, 
= © King James, and King William, to be much in- 
= © ferior in Value, the mixture being unknown, and 
not bearing the Fire for converting it to any other 
ule. umi bennn 8 
& The Half-pence and Farthings in the Pix coined 
by Mr. Wood had one on fide the Head of the King, 
with this Inſcription GEORGIUS DEI GRATIA 
REX: And on the other fide, a Woman fitting with 
4 a Harp by her left fide, and above her the Inſcrip- . 
tion HIBERNIA with the Date. The-Halt-pence 
= © coined in the Reigns of King Charles, King James, 
= © and King William, had on one Side the Head of King 
= © Charles, King Zames, or King Milliam and Queen 
Mary, and on the Reverſe a Harp Crowned. -. . - 
All which Facts we molt humbly repreſent to your 
Lordſhip April 27 1724. „ In 
There are ſeveral Particulars. in this Report which 
do not favour Mr. Wood ſo much as he alledges. For 
inſtance. Tu 3 
l be Report does not ſay the Comprroller's Account 
be Qnantity coined agreed with Mr. Wood's 
= ” Account; 


Tas) 
Abt z but by the Comptroller's ns to Which 


Mt. Mood agreed, there had been coined, c. 


The Report does not ſay that by rhe Compuroller, s 


3 Account the whole Quantity corned amounted to 5 9 


Tuns 30. 127. 11th. an 495. but that from Lady- 


day 1723 to March 28 1 there had been 0 80 
that uantity. 


The Aﬀey-Maſters & not fay i in Gehieyal that Mr, 
Wood's Half-pence, when compared with our former 
Ginager, exceeded them all in Weight; Finenefs, and 
Value; but that they found that 32 Half pence of our 


former Coinages, which were produced by Mr. Wood, 
And Fee we were ſo much worn that they were 
obliged to allow 6 or 7 Grains for Loſs of Weight in 


each, where inferior in Weight and Value to Mr, 

Wood's, the mixture being unknown. 
I do not find this Report takes notice of rhe iet 
ver wronght into Bars or Fillets, and made fit 


1 tohich always coſts eigbreen Pence perth: 


ore brought into the Mint at the Tower of London. 
The 4 fay- Maſters particularly rake notice, that 
altho* the Trial-Pieces in the Pix one with another were 


full Weight, yer the ſin le Pieces were not ſo equally Þ 
_ coined in Weight as they ſhould have been. And they [7 


are poſitive, I all rheſe Trial Pieces were of the 
ſame Impreſſion, having on the Reverſe, a Woman 


fitting with a Harp by her left Side, and above her 


this Inſcription, HIBERNIA, with the Date. 
Let us now conſider, what Advantage this unabridg. 
ed Report can be of to Mr. Wood. 


The Specimens, by which the 4 ſſay- Ma filers 7 YI | 


ed their Judgment of our former Coaches of Copper, 


were produced by Mr. Wood; who, no doubt, care- 
fully collected thoſe which would beſt anſwer his - 
Purpoſes. And it is more than probable, that ſome 


of them were Rape; for I am informed by a Perſon 


of acknowledged Skill and Integrity, who has fre- 
quently made the Experiment, that the worlt of our 
genuine Half-pence will not burn to a Cynder, I can 
INE Sroemy of Mr. Wood*s -Halt-pence which 


85 y 


barely weigh a Pound ; but theſe being picked out 


of two Pounds, taken promiſcuoufly out of the Bar- 
X telpimported from Briſtol, T ought not to conclude 
XZ :b there are ſcventy Half-pence in each Pound; but 
= I may ſafely ſay there are //xry five. But what Argu- 
mem can be drawn from the Badneſs of our former 
OCoinages, but this, that becauſe we have formerly __ 
been cheated by our Cozners, we ought to ſuffer Mr. 


Mood to cheat us over again? Whereas one Reaſon of 
| our ſo vigorouſly oppoſing Mr. Wood*s Coinage, is 
| becauſe we have always been impoſed upon in our 
| Copper-Money, and we find he is treading exactly in 
the Steps of his Predeceſſors, and thinks he has a 
Right to cheat us becauſe he can ſhew a Precedent for 
It appears by the Comptroller's Account, given to 
Sir Iſaac Newton, &c. that 59 I. 3 C. 197. 1116s 
40. of Copper were coined into Hali-pence for 
Ireland, from Lady-day, 1723. 10 March 28, 17241 
But all the Half- pence Mr. Wood imported into this 
Kingdom, were coined in the Tear, 1722. as appears 
by the Date on the Reverſe of the ſaid Halt-pence. 
For if any were imported of 1723. it was privately, 
and only a few to ſerve a Turn. One would have 
thought, there had been no Coinage before the Year 
1723. and that the whole amounted but to a Trifle 
above 59 Tuns. ff. 
It is plain by this Report, that the Trial Pieces in 
the Pix were all of one Impreſſion, having on the Re- 
verſe, a Woman with a Harp by hen left Side, with 
this Inſcription, HIBERNIA, with the Date, 
which muſt be either 1723. or 1724. For had there 
been any of the Date 1722, the Aſſay-Maſters muſt 
have known that there had been a Coinage before 
= Lady-day, 1723. and would, no doubt, have taken 
notice of it, Notwithſtanding this, Mr. Wood ſent 
us large Quantities of Half-pence of different Im- 
preſſions; ſome of them had on the Reverſe, a No- 
= an ſitting wth a Harp by ber right Side, with. her 
Left Hand as playing, the 8 * 1722. Others had on 
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the Reverſe, 2 Woman fitting, and leaning ber left 
Arm on a Harp, the right a little elevated, and hold 
in a Palm, the Date 1722. Specimens of both Sdtrs, 
alter being critically examined by out Houſe of Com- 
mons, were ordered carefully to be preſerved. It is 
plain there were no Trial - Pieces of theſe Impreſſions 
put into the Pix, and yet we had great Numbers of 
them ſent us from Briſtol in Barrels and Bags, as ap- 
peated by the Returns of the ſeveral Collectors, and 
by the Examinations of the ſeveral Perſons to whom 
they were conſigned. And it was obſerved, that theſe 
different Impreſſions were not put promiſcuouſſy into 
the Batrels or Bags; for each Parcel conſiſted of Half. 
pence of the ſame Impreſſion. Theſe Hali-pence were 
more than once weighed with the gteateſt Exactneſs, 
And before many Witneſſes, accord ing to the Method 
preſcribed by the Patent, and 64, 65 or 66 were found 
to make a Pound, and therefore our Parliament ſaid, © 
the Patentee had imported large Quantities of Hy "» 
pete f different. Impreſſions, and of Teſs Weight 
than required bythe Patent, Mr. Moo in anſwer 7 
_ fays, that Sir [ſaac Newton, Mr. Sout hwell, and Mr. 
Scrope have declared, that the Trial Pieces of the 
Zoinage of another Year, none of which was ever 
either imported, or attempted to be uttered in this 
Kingdom, were full Weight, and but of one Impreſ- 
ion. Is not this playing at Croſs-· put poſes? But who 
can depend on the Trial- Pieces put into the Pix, when 
we ſind none of ſeveral numerous Impteſſions in it? 
Who can depend on the Account of an intereſted 
omptroller, who concealed that Part of the Coin - 


age which was before Lady- day, 1723. 


3 * 


The Report obſerves that altho? the Trial pieces one 
with another wete weight, yet the ſingle Pieces were 
not Elly coined as to Weight. But theſe being 
only Specimens of ſeveral Parcels it may eaſily be 
imagited which of them was the largeſt : This Me- ⁊ò 
thod of weighing the Trial- pieces in Cumulo, can never 
give us a juſt Notion of the Coinage in general. For 
how eaſy a Matter is it for Mr. Wood to coin 5 or 
| three 
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tmtee ſmall Parcels confiderably above the Weight re- 
= quired, and the Trial-pieces of theſe put into the Pix 
will make amends for the light Trial-pieces of much 


larger Parcels. Theſe Stratagems cannot ſeem unna- 


rural to any one that confiders what Jhuffling there has 
appeared between Mr.Wood and his Comptroller, to 
whom he pays 200 J. per Ann. during the Term of 
his Patent. I may therefore confidently affitm, that 
Mr. Wood has been guilty of a 0 notorious Fraud 
in importing, and attempting to utter great Quanti- 
ties of Half pence of different Impreſſions, and of 
| much leſs Weight than required by the Patent. 


There is nothing more abſolutely neceſſary to the The dan- 


1 Proſperity of any Country, than a juſt Regulation of gerous 
the Coin. This is evident by the Miſchiefs which at- Conſe- 


quences of 


rended a Currency of clipped Money in Eng/and,which the Cur- 
were ſo univerſal that King Will:am recommended rency of 


this Affair to his Parliament, and in his Speech Now, Baſe Coin. 
22. 1695. he ſaid it was a Matter of ſuch univerſal 
*X © Concern, and of fo very great Importance, that he 
X © thought fit to leave it entirely to the Conſideration 
= © of his Parliament. But Ire/ard has been a continual 
Scene ot thoſe Confuſions which attend a Currency of 


baſe Coin- Sir Will, Petty reckons the Gains made 
by the Difference, Confuſion, and Badneſs of Coins, and 
the Exorbitancy of Exchange, among the great Calami- 
ties of this poor Iſtand. I Our Parliaments have always 
been truly ſenfible of this, and therefore when they 
granted the Tunnage and Poundage,and the Excife or 
new Impoſt to King Charles 2d. and his Succeſſors for 
ever, expreſiy enatted that all the Duties of Exciſe,and 
all Fines, and Penalties, &c. ſhould be paid in current 
and lawful Money of England hoping thereby to put 
a Check to the Currency of baſe Coin for the future. 
And I do not doubt but the Parliament of England had 
the {ame Deſign, in ordering the Poſtage of Letters, in 
Ireland to be paid in the like Money. It would have 
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bzen happy for Ireland had the [ntentions of our Le- 


©  giſlatorsbeen firitly purſued. But that this may be 
more plain I ſhall give a few Inſtances. 


ln the Reign of Queen E/izaberh, during Tyr one's 


©. tedious Rebellion, about the Year 160 I, under the 
* #. ſpecious Pretence of diſtreſſing the Rebels by deſtroy» 
« ing their Trade with Foreigners, a bale Coin was pro- 
* poſed for Ireland. It was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed in the 


Queen's Council as incapable of anſwering thoſe va- 


luable Purpoſes. The Queen herfelf was very averſe 


to it, often ſaying it would reflett on herſelf, 45 


Ai ſoblige her urny. But Bukburſt, then Lor 
* Treaſurer, by pleading a Neceſſity, which generally 


. © governs the preſent Occaſion, got the Queen's Leave 
* for altering the Money for a certain Time, and then 


* reducing it to the old Standard.“ What were the 
Effects of this Coin appears by the Lord Deputy?s Let- 
ters to her Majeſty. He fays, the Alteration of the 
Coin had bred anuniverſal Grievance, that the Prices 
* of all Things were nc ener Meaſure, that they 
do not only pay exceſſive Rates for all Things, but 
* can hardly get any. Thing for this new Coin. t Queen 
fHligabeth, in her Proclamation 1602. for regulating 
e the Exchange, ſays ſhe had inſtituted this mixed Mo- 


R 


* 


L ney to Diſtreſs the Rebels, but it had only ſerved 


* for a Pretext to new Inventions of Deceit; that Ex- 
change was intolerably enhanced, and that the Mer- 
chant had raiſed the Price of his Wares exceſſively, ſel - 


ling for 300 J. whatcoſt him but 100 2 ||. King James 
Iſt, finding the Rebellion in Ireland wholly ſuppieſſed, 


and pitying the Miſeries which the People of [rel/and 


ſuffered, called in this mixed Money; and in 1605. 


ſent over new filver Harpers of the ſame Purity with 
their old ones **. on. 5 


King James it 1ſt, coined braſs Harpers and Smul- | 


kins, and King Charles 1ſt. ||| copper Half-pence and 
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Fatthings for the Kingdom of Ireland, from which, 
altho' properly a baſe Coin, this Kingdom found no 
great Inconvenience : For the Coinage being in the 
Hands of the Crown, no more were coined than the 
Neceſfities of the People required. And this is the 
Caſe of England at preſent, their Half: pence being coi- 
ned in the royal Mint. But in the Reign of King W:/- 
liam when there was a Patent exiſting for the coining 
of Half-pence and Farthings, the Parliament declared 
the great Quantities of Half-pence then coined a Bur- 
then, and by an Act, paſſed IX. and X. Gul. Cap, 33. 
ſtopped the Coinage of them for a certain Time not- 
withſtanding the Patent then in Being. 
EK. Charles 2d. 1660 granted a Parent for coining on- 
= ly Farthings for the Kingdomof Ireland to Coll. Arm- 
1 Bog But I do not find he ever made any Uſe of it. 
Por all our copper and braſs Money to the Year 1680. 
was coined by private Perſons, who obtained particular 
| Licenſes,on giving Security to change their Half peas | 
| and Farthings for Gold g ilver; but ſome of their 
| Securities failing, others pretending the Half-pence 
{ which were tendered to be changed were Counterleits, 
| the Publickalways ſuffered. 
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Coll, Armſtrong's Son, finding great Profit was ” 
made by coining Half-pence in Ireland, by Virtue of ß 
particular Licences reca/lable at pleaſure, ſolicited 1 
and obtained a Patent in the Name ot George Legg I 
afterwards Lord Dartmouth, for coining Halt-pence 'I 
for Ire/and from 1680. for 21. Years, he giving Secu- 
rity to exchange them for Gold or Silver on Demand. 
In purſuance of this he coined confiderable Quanti- 
ties of Halt-pence for 4 Years, bur in 1685. Knox, =o 
with the Conſent of Armſtrong, got the remaining 
Part of this Term granted by Patent in his own Name, 
= be giving Security as above, and got his Half-pence 
declared the current Coin of Ireland, notwithſtand- 
ing two Acts of Parliament had enaQted that they 
ſhould not be received in the Revenue. Knox was 
interrupted in his Coinage 1689. by King James's 14k- 
E it into his own Hands, to coin his famous Braſs- 
N „„ : Money, 
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„of which he coined no leſs than 965375 l. 


three Penny worth of Metal paſſing for 10 J. fler. In 
this Money Creditors were obliged to receive their 


Debts, and by this cruel Stratagem 1r7e/azd loſt about 


680007. per. Month.* This not only made our Gold 
and Silver, but even our Half. pence to No} Fae 


which obliged King William to coin Pewter Half 


' pence forthe uſe of his Army : But being ſenſible that 


{o baſe a Money would be very defttuftive to the 
Country, and our old Half-pence becoming plenty, he 


- ordered the Pewter ones to be received in the Treaſu- 
ry, where [ believe they lye to this Day. By this the 
Kingdom loſt conſiderably; but Neceſſity forcing our 
Glorious Deliverer to this Coinage, the loſs was diſ- 
d . . 


After the Revolution, Coll, Roger Moore being 
poſſeſſed of Knox's Patent, commenced his Coinage 
in Dublin, and at firſt kept ſeveral Offices for chang- 


ing his Half-pence ſor Gold or Silver. He ſoon over- 


ſtocked the Kingdom ſo with Copper-Money, that 
Perſons were obliged to receive large Sums in it ; for 
the Officers of the Crown were induſtrious Diſperſers 


of ir, for which he allowed them a Premium. It 


was common at that time for one to compound for 
+ Copper; and the Collectors paid nothing elſe» The 


Country being thus overcharged with a baſe Coin, 


every one tendered it to Coll. Moore to be changed, 


This he refuſed, on Pretence they were Counterteits, 


25 believe many of them were; but it was impoſſible 
to prove he coined any of them; without which 


no Action lay againſt his Security. On this he quitt'd 
coining 1698. but left us in a miſerable Condition, 


which is lively repreſented in a Memorial preſented 
by Hill. Trench Eſqr. to the Lords of the Treaſury, 
on Mr. Wood's obtaining his Patent, and which or 
Commiſhaners referred to in their above-mentioned 
Letters.“ This Memorial repreſents that Coll. Hos 


« Half-pence at firſt ſeemed a Conveniency, but ina 
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&* ſhort Time ſach.greatQuantities of that Copper Coin 

& were almolt inſenſibly diſperſed among the People, 

* that the King's Exciſe and Duties were chiefly 
* paid in it; whereby the Collectors had great Heaps 
* thereof, which took up much Time in counting 


% 


* their refuſing to be encumbered; with ſuch heavỹxß } 
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to the Army, who at firſt received them, but upon 


Loads of Copper, the Collectors were undet a Ne- 0 


< put thoſe Half-pence in Casks and Barrels, Which 
the Patentee refuſing to change, a great loſs fell to 


© The CroWh 


Coll. Moor finding the Sweet of ſach a Patent, 


applied to K. William for a Renewal of it; but. his 


Petition being referred to the Government of Ireland, 


| the Affair was fairly repreſented to the King, where- 


by his Defigns were fruſtrate. 


In the Reign of the late Queen, Application was 
made by Robert Baird and William Harnill, Iruflees 


for the Garriſon which defended Londonderry, for a, 


Patent to coin baſe Money for Ire/and.. Theſe Perſons 
were entitled to any Favour from Ire/aud, which was 
not deſttuctive of the Trade of. this Nation. But 
their Petition being referred by our Lord Lieutenant to 
the Commiſhoners thæ Revenue, they, in theit Re- 
port, dated June 14. 1705. and ſigned, Tho, Keightly, 
Sam. Ogle, Thos. Everard, ſet forth the pernicious. 
Conſequences of ſuch a Patent, in ſo juſt a Light, that 
their Petition was rejected. And yet they could, no 


| doubt, have got Witneſſes to prove à great Demand 


for ſmall Money in Ireland; and we had Raps then 
as well-as now. Since this Time there have been ma- 


ny Applications made for ſuch Patents. The Cry a 
Dublin has been ſollicited to fign Certificates of the 


* 


Want of Half-pence: But theſe Applications being 


publick, a jult Repreſentation of the State of the 
Nation always fruſtrated their Deſigns, which Mr. 
Wood knowing, obtained his Patent with the utmoſt 

Secrecy. 8 | 7 5 . 
Theſe Inflances, I hope, make it ſufficiently ern - 

| | that 
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Currency of a baſe Coin hath always been High. 
ly prejudicial to this Kingdom ; and that entruſting 
the coining and diſperſing ſuch pernicious Ware 10 
Private Perſons, whoſe only View is immoderate 
Gain, will at all Times be of the noſt dangerous 


* + 


_ Conſequence, 


| | Two ob- Bur it will be objefted, that a famous Lawyer af- 
ion ef firmed, that the declaring the mixed Money in Queen 
| _ oy Elizabeth's Time the current Coin of Ireland, was the 


undoubied Prerogative of the Crown; her Image add. 
ing a Value to the Metal: And that this Affair was 
thus determined, after a ſolemn Debate by the Judges 
of Ireland, as appears by Davss's Reports, — 
In K. Charts iſt's Reign, the Judges of England after 
the moſt ſolemn Debate, declared, that the Ship- 
Money was according to Law*. In K. James 2d's 
Time, the Judges of England declared the King had 
a Power of diſpenſing with the Laws, and that Great 
Britain was by Conſtitution an abſolute Monarchy +. 
And I do not doubt, but the then Judges of Ireland 
would have agreed, that K. James Braſs-Money 
was the current Coin of this Kingdom, had any one 
bad Courage to diſpute it. But Arguments drawn 
from the Weakneſs and Corruption of Men, can ne- 
ver be concluſive in determining Points of Right or 
Duty. And 1 ſhall leave it to any one, that has con- 
fidered the Conſequences of a mixed Money, whe- 
ther the Queen had a Prerogatroe to make it the cure 
rem Coin, If ſhe had, then no one in this Kingdom 
had any Property in his juſt Acquiſitions, which I 
always thought he had by our Conſtitution. But this 
Objection is foreign to the Point; for granting that 
our moſt gracious Prince has a Right to make theſe 
_ Halt-pence current, yet we are ſafe; for during his 
whole Government, not only ſince his happy Acceſſi- 
on to the Crown of *theſe Kingdoms, but in a Coun- 
try where his Prerogative was as extenſive as his Will, 
* V. Claron, Hiſt. Vol. 1, + V. Burnet's Hiſt, of his 
own Times Lon, Edit, Fol. 669. 5 
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| the meaneft Subjelt had never Reaſon to complain © 

| that he was proceeded againſt, but according io the | 

known Rules of Juſtice, Moderation, and Mercy. 
Mr. Wood has objeQted, that we were burthened 

with Copper-Money during Knox's Patent, hut we 

| never diſputed its Currency before gow, 5 . 


If our Patience is to be made this Uſe of, Iam glad 
the Charm is broken, and can never be quoted as a 
Precedent for our undoing. But when that Patent was 
Obtained, we did not know the evil of it; and it was 
granted in a Reign when Parliaments were diſuſed, and 
| the Cries of the Subject diſtegarded : But we live in 
happier Days: The greateſt Evils ſprung from the 
| Coinage immediately after the Revolution, when this 
Country was jult recovered from ſuch great and fuck 
inexpteſſible Calamities, that this Miſchief was diſre- 
= garded until it was too late. But we have conſtantly 
ince that Time oppoſed the granting of ſnch Parents, 
and had we had an Opportunity of offering thoſe un- 
anſwerable Reaſons which baffled all former Attempts, 
I do not doubt; but Mr. Wood's Propoſal would have 
been rejected with Indignation. 3 5 
The Commodities of no Country ſufficiently an- The Ef- 
ſwering the Neceſſities and Luxury of the People, fects 7 
they mul? neceſſarily ſend either the manufactured or por — 
unmanufactured Products of their Country, or Mo- n Tad f 
ney to be exchanged in foreign Markets for thoſe I 
things which their Native Soil does not afford. 
If the Exportation of the manufactured or unma- 
nufactured Products of any Country exceed the 
Importation of conſumable Commodiries, then that 
Countrey has an over-ballance of Trade, which will 
neceſſarily cauſe an Importation of Money. But if 
the Importations exceed the Exportations then mult 
they ſend. the Ballance in Money; For no Country 
= will part with their Commodities Rut for an Equiva- 
= lent, which, not being in Goods, muſt be in Money. 
= It is Evident at firit Sight, that a Country which 
has no ttibutary Provinces. nor Mines of Gold and 
Silver, can have no. Way of getting Money, or in- 
c N»IF̃ creating. 


* _ creaſing the national Stock but by having an over- 
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ballance in Trade : For otherwiſe they muſt run in 


Debt, which muſt be paid by ſomething intrinſecally 


5 


equivalent, that is Money. 


"This is 10 true, that all wiſe Legiſlators have endes 


voured to procure and promote a beneficial Trade. 


But as the Purchaſers of the manufactured Products 


of any Country maintain all the Perſons employed 
in manufacturing of them, all well- governed States 


have in a particular Manner encouraged Manufactu- 


res; which can never be done without Plenty of Mo- 
ney, to be had only by an over-ballance of Trade. So 


that Trade and Money make a Circle; Money is ne- 


ceſſary to Trade, and by Trade Money is only to be had. 


Money is the Common Inſtrument and Meaſure of 


Commerce by its intrinſic Value, which is that Eſtimate 
which common conſent in all civilized and trading Parts 


has placed upon it. To preſerve which, it ought to 


be made of ſomething durable and ſcarce ; and therefore 


almoſt all Nations have choſen Gold or Silver. I ſhall 


only talk of Silver, fince what istrue of the one will hold 


Silver is the Meaſure of Commerce by its Quantity, 


_- which is the Meaſure of its Intrinfic Value, two equal 


Quantities of Silver being at all times equally valuable; 
and alfo the Meaſure of the value of all Commodities. 
Thus to know what the Value of a Stone of Wool is | 
to a Stone of Flax, The Quantity of Silver that each } 


ſells for needs only be known. 


This Meaſure is not Arbitrary, nor.can it be altered 


but by the Conſent of all trading Countries. For it does 
not only meaſure the Value of Commodities, but is gi- 


ven in Exchange for them, and People ſell their Com- 
modities for an intrinſic Value, not for certain Sounds 
and Denominationgof Money, which are no otherwiſe 
valuable but for the Quantity of pure Silver which 
they contain. 5 N 
But as the weighing and aſſaying all Money would 


be endleſs, the Policy of all Countries has put certain 
Stamps on certain Portions of Silver, whereby the Re- 


- ceiver 


| ceiver may be aſſured of a determinate Quantity of un- 
mixed Silver in each Piece. For if à Security did noe 


the Fer, © iis Xi 3+ + 4336 L360 3 
. The Par is a certam Number of Pieces of the Coin 
of any Country, containing an equal Quantity of pure 


attend this Mark, there would be no Difference between 


= coined Money and Bullion. And theInjury every Coun- 
try ſuffers by the publick Faith being deſtroyed in this 


Particular, by falſe: Coiners, has made their Puniſh-- 
ment univerſally Capital. - J Þ 

To render Silver harder and leſs liable to waſte, and 
to fave the Expence of exact refining, all Countries have 


| mixed their Money with an Allay, The W:/dom of 
England foreſeeing that their Money would be only va- 


lued for the Quantity of pure Silver, have allowed but 
2, Allay. Moſt Countries have uſed a greater, which 
has never anſwered their End, for their Money is eſtee- 
med accordingly. This will be plain by conſidering 


the Natureof foreign Exchange, which is the paying of 


Money in one Country to receive it in another, and is 
reckoned high or low as it exceeds or falls ſhort of 


X . 
az 


Silver to that inanother Number of Pieces of the Coin 


of another Country. v. g. Suppoſe ſix French Crowns 


contain juſt as much pure Silver as Twenty Eng/ifh 
Shillings, then Bills drawn fiom England to France 
at the Rate of Six Crowns are according to Par, and 


neither the Drawer nor Receiver gains by the Ex- 


change. This plainly ſhews that the Money of every 
Country is eſteemed by another for the Quantity of pure 
Silvet, or its intrinſic Worth, and not any imaginary Value. 

Theſe Things being premiſed, let us conſider, what 
mult be the Conſequences of a Currency of Mr. Waod's 


 Copper-Money, 


A Pound of Mr. Wood's Copper, which is worth 


twelve Pence in the Market, being current at 2s. 6d. 


there is evidently a Difference of 60 per Cent. between 

the intrinſic and current Value of it, according to his 

own Computation, and altho? the Terms of the Patent 

were complied with. Now it mult either continue 

at this imaginary Value, 5 to its inttinſic n 
: 3 | ' 


” * 5 
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If the latter, it is plain this Kingd 
Die Cent. on the whole Coinage: It the 
either out whole Caſh will canſiſt of this baſe Money, 
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I the former, then 


| js 


or only a Patt of it. If our whole Caſh confiſts of 
Mr. Wood's Money, the ruinous Conſequences which 
will enſue, ate too evident to be infilted on: The Par 


of Exchange between this and England will be raiſed 
. 60 per Cem. above what it is at preſent ; all Commo- 
 - _ ditres muſt be raiſed 60 per Cent. Gentlemen will te- 


ceive but 40 per Cent. out of their Eſtates ; and the 
King's Revenue will fall 60 per Cent. in its Value, 


But to take this Affair in the moſt favourable Light 
for Mr Wogd, I will ſuppoſe only a certain Portion of 


our Cath to'confiſt of his Copper-Money, i. e. I will 
with another, will be in Copper. Phis I am ſure is 


very moderate. For altho the Half-pence Mr. Wood | 
_ defigns us, together with the Half-pence we have al- 


ready, make only g of our Caſh, yet 5 of all Payments 
will be in them, on Account of rke quick Circulation 
baſe Money always makes; no one keeping it, be- 


cauſe of its ſmall intrinfic Value. On this Suppoſition 
"then, the following will be ſome of the Conſequen- 
Ces. S5 ow A MOST STSDTET YI va * 


I. The Price of all our domeſtick Commodities 
will be raiſed in Proportion. For Money being no 


: otherwile elteemed | bur for its intrinſic Value, N no Man 
in his Wits, will fell Goods, which will exchange 


fora 100 Pounds worth of the Commodities of ano- 
ther Country, for what will putchaſe but 85 Pounds 


worth of them, which will be exactly the Proportion 
in Caſe } of his Money be paid in Copper. No, he 
will certainly raiſe his Goods 15 per Cent. This Reaſon 


tells us wiſe Men ſhould do, and Hiſtory informs vs 
has always been done. When Q: | Elis ab 27h 8 baſe | 


Money was current here, all Goods were raiſed above 


68 per Cent. as the ſets forth in her Proclamation*; 


- N < 
a "I 2 N 
3 * Te 3 * „ Y — 7 at 9 ** * — 9 
* > 4 
* 


F. Morriſon's Hiſt of Tyr; Rebel, Fol. 269. 
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During the Currency of K. James Btaſs- Money. 
which was of little or no intrinſic Value, all Goods 
were raiſed to above ten Times their uſual Prices. 
When clipped Money was common in England, 
Bullion could not be bought under ſix Shillings and 
three Pence, except milled Money was tendered in 
Payment, and then it might have been had at 5s. 2d. 
pe. ̃ ͥ . 8 
Il. All domeltick Commodities being raiſed, there 
muſt either follow an entire Stagnation of Trade, or a 
pro portionable Riſe of all foreign Commodities. v. g. 
A Merchant ſent laſt Year a Parcel of Wool to England, 
which coſt him 85 Z. and he thought he had good Pro- 
fit in getting 85 J. Engliſh, for it. But now Goods are 
riſen, he mult pay 100 Z. for a like Quantity. The 
Eng/1;ſh Manufacturer will not give him 100 J. Enghifh, 
becauſe that would raiſe the Price of his Manufacture, 
and make it unfit for any Market; and if he takes 
851. Engliſh, it will only anſwer in Ireland to 78l. 156 
becauſe Mr. Wood's Money is ſuppoſed current at the 
like Valuè; but as this will be leſs than his firſt Coſt, 
| if he will trade, he muſt buy Commodities with his 
85 J. and fell them in Ireland at a proportionable Riſe, 
The Caſe will be the ſame in any other Country, and 
| therefore all foreign Commodities muſt he raiſed. 
III. All Commodities being raiſed, the Price of 
Men's Labour mult be raiſed in Proportion ; which 
will neceſſarily encreaſe the Price of our Manufactures, 
S whereby our Neighbours will be obliged to provide 
W themſelves from cheaper Markets, and conſequently 

| our Manufalturers muſt flarve.'” ine 


; 7 ” 


IV. Our Credit mult neceflarily ſink.” For var | 


Money being 15. per Cent. leſs valuable, all our Debts | 
will be encreaſed 15 per Cent, which will render 


Payment very difficult: But Credit being only the 
Expectation of Money in a certain Time, our foreign 


8 r — 


IE * e . 
* V. Compleat Hiſt. of England, Vol. 3. Fol. 6 % . 
E „ . , - Credi- 
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1 
Creditors being diſappointed, will not truſt us any 


= lower, 


F. The Par of Exchange being regulated by the 
intrinſie Value of the Money of one Country to that 
of another, and not by Names or Denominations, a 
Currency of Mr. Wood's Half pence muſt cauſe a great 
= Alteration in this Particular. The Par of Exchange 
between this and England, taking the Medium be- 
| tween our Gold and Silver Species, is about 9 per Cent. 
But when J of all Bills will be paid in Copper, 60 
per Cent. above the intrinſic Value, the Exchange will 
tand thus, to the Exchange of 1007, 9 per Cent. 
to 25 L 5 of ditto paid in Copper, 15 per Cent. Sum 
. VT... 
For no Man that has 1007, in England will giye 
it for 269.7, intrinſically worth but 927. 13s. The 
Par of Exchange therefore muſt be raiſed to 24 per 
_ Cent. and this mult be added to the Exchange between 
Eng/and and any other Country; for we have no 
Courſe of Exchange fixed to any other Place. If this 
be not the Cafe, it muſt ſtand thus. There muſt be 
iwo Pars of Exchange: ſettled, one for our Gold 
and Silver, the other for our Copper Money. The 
Difference between theſe Pars is called by Mer- 
chants the Agio. The Dutch have two Sorts of 
Money, vis. Bank- Money, which is pretty good 
Silver; and current Money, which has a greater _ 
Allay. And altho' the Difference of their-intrin- 
fe Value is not very great, yet an Agi of 5 per 
Cent. is fixed, and the Price of Bills of Exchange 
Proportionable as they are to be paid in Bank or 
cutrent Money. In Hamburgh, where there ate 
. two ot three different Sorts of Money current, 
' _ they have two or three Agios according to their 
__ relpective intrinſic Values. Taking the Effects of 
Mr Wood's Half-pence on our Exchange in this 
Light, there mult be 27 Agio of 60. per Cent. fix- 
ed ; the Conſequences of which every one mult 
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But our HalF-pence being made of a Metal which 
often changes its Value as to the common Meaſure of 
Commerce, Silver; our Agio or the Par of Exchange 
muſt be always altering, which of late has been the 
Caſe of France by reaſon of the frequent Alterations 
of the Value of their Money. Six French Crowns are 
now reckoned worth 20. Shi/l, Engliſh ; ſometime ago 
9, before that 12, and when the Paper- Money was 
current, 30 French Crowns were only equal to 20. 
Engliſh Shillings. thy 
A Currency of this baſe Money raiſing our Com- 
modities mult deſtroy our Exportations, when at the 
ſame Time we muſt import ſome Neceſlaries, and 
conſequently the Ballance of Trade will be every where 
_ againſt us; then there will be a great Demand for Bills 
tokEngland, and none from England here. This mult 
neceſſarily raiſe our Exchange confiderably above Par, 
and this would be our Caſe altho* we imported nothing, 


ö ä 7 ' , % ; of 
( r _—_— 


by reaſoh of Gentlemen, whoſe Eſtates are in Ireland, 


15 in England and having their Money remit- 
Ted. | | 5 
VI. A Currency of Mr. Wood's Half-pence will drain 
this Kingdom of all its Gold and Silver. For no Man 
that wants Money in England will pay 24 per Cent. Ex- 
change, when he can with the Loſs only of 9 per Cent. 
{end it in Specie, that is, in Gold or Silver. This will 
be plain by conſidering, that ſome Years ago we had a 
full Proportion of our Caſh in Silver, But fince the 
linking of the current Value of Gold in England by 
each Guinea being lower'd Six- pence, it is more ad- 
vantageous to ſend over Silver than Gold; and Ex- 
change between Ireland and England being almoſt al- 


ways above Par, every one that can procure Silver 


carries it over, hut no one brings it in, becauſe the Loſs 
15 greater than in Gold. This has rendered Silver ſo 
ſcarce that 4d. per Pound fter, is generally given as a 
Premium for it: And if there be not a Stop put to 
this Trade by lowering the current Value of our Gold 
in Proportion to that of Eng/ond, in a ſhort Time M 

hy will 
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Will not hade one Shilling of 


among us. If this ſmall Diſproportion in the Value 


oft our Gold and Silver produces ſuch Effects, what 

will a Difference of 60 per Cent. cauſe?  _ 

A Difference in the intrinſic Value of the Money of 

any Country fo neceſſarily produces an Exportation of 

the moſt Valuable ſort, that the Datch could not, with 
all their Canning;keep their Banſ- Money in the Coun- 

_ trey;wereit not that they have anOver-ballance oiTrade 
with almolt all Nations, whereby there is an Import- 
ation of foreign Money more than ſufficient to anſwer 

all Dæmands abroad. But they have: not truſted entirely 
to this, but have ordered that certain Goods which they 
reckon. their ſtaple Commodity, ſhould be only capable 

of being bought with their Bank-Money —_ 

Itis a miſtaken Notion that Bills of Exchange pre- 


Engliſh Silver current © 


vent the Exportation of Money: They only keep even 


the Accounts of particular Debtors and Creditors in 
difterent Countries as far as the Commerce between 
theſe. Places is equivalent, but the Debt of one Coun- 
try to another cannot be paid without real Effects in 

Money or Commodities. If I want 1001. in Exgland, 
and no one in Ireland has any Effects there, I muſt fend 


it in Specie; or if I go to thoſe who deal in Exchange, 


they muſt ſend over Money to anſwer their Bill or it 
will be returned. But a Currency of Mr. Wood's Half 
pence, turning the Ballance of Trade univerſally againſt 
us our Debts, will be paid in the molt ad vantageous 
Manner, z. e. by an Exportation of our Gold and Silver 
while it is to be had, and when it is not, no one will 
trade with us but on the Foot of Barter. 
Theſe Conſierations bave, I hope, made it evi- 
dent to my Reader that @ Currency of Mr, Wood*s 
Rt even in the Proportion I have ſup- 
poſed (and the ſame Reaſon will hold in any Pro- 
portion above what we have at preſent) will be 
hve of the Trade and Commerce of this 
2 rr 1 


His 


* 
$- 


ſo entirely on the Trade of the Nation, it chiefly Mjelty'sy | 


Act of Parliament on our Importations and Expor- 
 leflening the Sums which muſt be made up by o- 


lue than our Money is at preſent, it is evident 
Tax of 15 per Cent. on the Salaries of all the Offi 


cers of the Crown, whereby Mr. Wood and his 
Partners will be only enriched. i | 


ick being Guarantee for the Performance of all le- 


Halfpence will, by raiſing all Commodities, fink” 


being paid £ in Mr. Mood's Coin ſixty per Cent. leſs 


gr TIO OE adds ð ͤ z on OE os 


now current. For theſe Reaſons, [ think, I may ſafe- 
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His Majeſty's Revenue in this Kingdom depends Upon. K 
ariſing from certain Duties, and an Exciſe laid by Revenue 


tations, that I need not prove that whatever is def= _ 1 
tructive of the Trade of this Nation, will be highly 
prejudicial to his Majeſty's Revenue, not only by 


ther Funds, or the Eſtabiiſhment will fall, but alſo 
by leſſening the Value of what is received. For 
ſince 4 will conſiſt of Copper of 60 per Cent. leſs Va- 


that a Currency of this Copper Money will lay a 


I hope it will be owned that the Gentlemen of Upon the # 
Ireland have a Property in their Eſtates, and that all Be I 
Perſons have a Right to theit Juſt Debts, the Pub- Subjekt. 

bu 


gal Contracts. Bur a Currency of Mr. Wood's ' 


the Value of our Money, 15 per Cent. as has al- 
ready been fully proved,- and conſequently, every, 
Gentleman of Eſtate, and every Man that has 
Debtors will want 15 per Cent. of his juſt Due, by 


intrinſic Value than the Money, at the Time of 
making ſuch Contracts, which are all made payable. 
in Pounds, Shillings and Pence, which Denominati- 
ons will continue the ſame, or Mr. J/ood's Money 
can never be current. And it hath been obſerved; 
that, during the Currency of a baſe Coin, People 
have been inclinable to pay their Debts, becauſe they 
could do it at a ſmall Expence. Theſe Apprehenſi- . 
ons are ſo univerſal in Ireland, that our Bankers to 
quiet the Minds of their Cuſtomers, have made "i 
their Promiſſary Notes payable in Gold or Silver, as "0 


: 
* 


ly conclude, that a Currency of this baſe Money will be 
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fects on Crown of Great Britain has linked the Intereſts of 


5 en rade theſe two Kingdoms ſo together, that I believe 
land. Nothing can affect the one, which the other will 


not feel. That this may appear more plain, let us 


The Eſtates in Ireland which belong to private N 
Perſons and Corporations reſiding conſtantly in En- 


. | gland, the Money ſpent by People who are there oc- 


caſionally either for Pleaſure, Health, or Buſineſs, 


| | | where they generally ſpand two or three Years In- 


come in one, the Intereſt of Money due from Ire- 


und to England, the Expence of Penſions, and the 


Produce ot Employments of all Sorts enjoyed by Per- 
ſons living in Eng land, the Charge of Agents, Soli- 
.citors and Factors reſiding in England about Iriſo 
Affairs, the Pay of the Forces on the 47 Eſtab- 
liſhmenr accidentally call'd over to England tor his 
-  Majelty'sScrvice, the entire Produce of our Poſt- 
office, and. the Expences of our Youth ſent to 
England for Education cannot be valued leſs than 
6000001. for in the Year, 1676: theſe Articies were 


1 very exactly calculated by the Council of Trade in 


treland, and computed to amount to 30000 . per 
Annum But they are more than double ſince that 


Time. Six Jos. CRHII D ſays that the true 


“ Reaſon of the Poverty of Hreland, notwithſtand- 
&« ing a conſiderable Trade, is, that a great Part 
« of the Eſtates both real and perſonal in lrelaud 
ce are owned by Abſentees, and ſuch as draw 
cc over the Profits raiſed out of Treland, refunding 
Nothing. f 
Me import from England all the Eaft-ludia goods 
which ; are * in the 1 the Act of 


— * 


N 1 5 . The 8 Anat. of Ireland * Sir W. Petty, 


Fol. 
+ V. 8 New Piſcourtc of Trade, Fol, 1 136 


Navigatoin 


Navigation making it highly penal to bring them 
from any other Place, the greateſt Part of our Coals 


amounting to above 1oOOGO J. per Annum, for 


which no Commodities are taken, fine Woolen 
Manufactures of all Sorts, all Kinds of rich Silks, 
ol which we conſume not a little in Cloaths and 
Furniture, all our Tabacco, for we ſcarce ſend a 
Ship to Virginia, the greateſt Part of our Manu- 
factured and unmanufactured Sugars, our Hops, 


Glaſs Ware, of all Sorts, many Kinds of Earthen | 


Ware, fine Hats, Gold and Silver Twiſt, our Vel- 
vets, and all rich Goods which come from the Me- 
diterrannean, Demmyries, fine Flannel, all Sorts of 
Toys, ſeveral Sorts of rich Furniture, as Chairs, 
and a hundred other Things which Luxury has 
made neceſſary; beſides the accidental Importation 
of Corn, which ſome Years has amounted to 
100000 . I am ſure I undervalue theſe Articles of 
Importation when I compute them to 600000/. This 
added to the, former Article makes the Sum of One 


Million two hundred thouſand Pounds, which muſt 


be ſent roErgland either in Money or Commodi- 
tles. | Es ” 

We export to England Linnen Cloath, Linnen 
Yarn, Wool, Woolen Yarn, ſome Rabbet-skins, a lit- 
tle Tallow and a few Hides. Theſe Particulars can 
never amount to 600000}. But grant they do. 
Then there is the Sum of 600000 . annually to be 
paid in England by Ireland, the Exchange of which 
at 10 per Cent, comes to 60000/. this makes the 
whole Sum 6600006 . We are enabled to pay this 
vaſt Debt by having an Over-ballance of Trade 
with ſeveral Countries; as Spain, Portugal, Ham- 
burgh, and ſome Places in the Baltick. The Money 
which ought to be return'd to Ireland in purſuance 
of this over ballancing Trade is remitted to London, 
where it lyes to anſwer Bills drawn to pay our 
Debts in England. For the whole Trade of Ireland 
goes through London, we having no fixed Exchange 


to any other Place. If ſome of our Merchants bring 
| „ over 
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over Moidores and Piſtoles from portugal a San 
they are often exported to England, to pay our 


Debts, when the Sums remitred from other Coun- 
tries do notanſwer. From hence it is plain, that 


England receives the whole Benefit of our Trade; 


and no one need wonder why Money is ſcarce in 


 breland. If any of aur ManufaQures proſper, the 
Gentlemen's Eſtates riſe, they live more ſplendidly, 
and conſume more of the Exgliſ Commodities, but 


the Kingdom is ſearce the richer. All the Advan- 
tage is, that many of the Poor are maintained, 
who before were in a ſtarving Condition. 'This 


might eaſily be demonſtrated, by the vaſt Encreaſe 


of our Importation of conſumable Commodities, 


from England within theſe few Years, and by the 


great Numbers of riß Gentlemen who appear in 
a very handſome Manner at moſt publick Places in 
England. But it 1s evident, our Luxury outruns our 
Riches; and Vibmen too frequently before they have 


Wealth ſufficient to carrry on any conſiderable 
Trade, deſpiſe both the Air and Manufactures of 


their Native Countrey. 


I Theſe Conſiderations make it plain that a Cur- 
rency of Mr. Mood's Copper Money, by deſtroying 


our Trade and Manufactures, muſt leſſen our Im- 
portation of conſumable Commodities from England, 
if not entirely deſtroy it. Then Perſons living in 
England on Iriſh Eſtates, Penfious, or Employments, muſt 
return to Ireland to live on the natural produce of 


the Land, and our Youth muſt be content with 2 


Home Education, without being poliſhed in Eng- 
land; by which England will loſe above 600000 l. 
per Annum. now either returned out of Treland in 
Gold or Silver, or remitted to London from foreign 
Parts in return for [-iþ Goods. This indeed will 


ſtop our growing Luxury; but I would deſire to 


ſee my Countrymen cured by Virtue, and not by 
—_- 


Mr. Mod I am fare muſt acknowledge that my 


ments 
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ments be made in his Halfpence. But leſt he ſhould. | 
object that the Proportion I have mentioned is too 
large, I will offer ſome Reaſons which convince me 


that it is not near large cnough. = 1 
A Currency of theſe Halfpence in any degree 


will make every one that has Gold or Silver keep 5 N 
it up While they circulate the baſe Coin, every one per vin 
ſhifring the fiery Stick, leaſt it go out in his Hand. be above 
This will make Money appear to be very ſcarce urch 
while Mr. Mood is exchanging his Ware for our 
Commodities. His profit is ſo great that he can ne- 
rer {top while he can vend them, which will be eaſy 
until our Commodities are raiſed in Proportion to 
the want of value in his Coin. Then he will ſtop, 
but before that we are ruinſce.. 
But granting Mr. Wood ſhould be ſo conſcienti- 
cous as not to continue his Coinage to our utter de- 
ſtruction, yet we ſhall have domeſtick Coiners, who 
will faith us with them while any Profit can be 
made of them. This is an Evil we have always 
labour'd under; but they will have an extraordi- 
nary Opportunity when ſuch a Quantity of new 
Halfpence is univerſally current. For it is no eaſy 
Matter to give a new Halfpenny an antique Appear- 
ance, Their Induſtry we need not doubt when their 
Gain is to be immoderate, without any great risk, 
for che Puniſhment is not Capital in Caſe of a Diſ- 
covery which is very difficult. „ ia 
A Currency of theſe Halfpence will give foreigners 
an Opportunity of carrying away our Moneywith- 
out giving usany Commodities for it. For when 
they lind that twelve Pence worth of Copper Ma- 
nufactured in à particular manner not very expen- 
five, will paſs in Veland for two Shillings and fix 
Pence, they will take care not to miſs ſo beneficial 
a Trade while Gold, Silver or Commodities are to 
be got for ſuch Halfeuce: And when they are not 
but at the proper Diſcount, we are ruined ; for 
then our Commodities will be raiſed, and our Gold 
and Silver gone. This is an inconvenience fo 
mW, 
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- neceſſarily attending the Currency of a baſe Coin, 
that the late French King, with all his watchfulneſs, 
could not avoid it. For tho* by an Edict he made 

15 of his 4 Sols Pieces pals for a French Crown (al- 
tho 20 of them were not intrinſically worth one) in 
the inland parts of his Kingdom, yet he did not 
| make them current in his Sea Port Towns, for fear 
it ſtould encourage their Importation. But this Cau- 
: tion did not anſwer, for they were imported, and 
- _ _ thereby a great loſs was brought on his Country, 
and he thereby forced to cry them down to near their 
intrinſic Value, whereby many were ruined. . 
Mr. Wood has objected, that we need not fear theſe 
terrible conſequences, fince no Currency is enforced, and his 
voor rome are not to be received but by ſuch as are wil-_ 
Tro ob. I am ſure his Majeſty, who has always expreſt 
zections of a moſt tender regard for his loyal Subjects of Ire- 
1 26% r land never deſigned to enforce their Currency; the co- 
* ntrary being often declared in the Patent. And 
by that Clauſe, wherein his Majeſty Covenants, 
that Mr. Wood ſhall enjoy all “ the Rights and 

* Privileges to him granted, without any Let, 

« Suit, Moleſtation, or Denial of his Majeſty, 

ce his Heirs or Succeſſors, or his or their Officers 

or Miniſters, can only be underſtood, that Mr. 

ff Mood ſhall receive no diſturbance from them in 
= - rendering his Halfpence. This is plain by conſi- 
14 dering that all the Right and Priviledge that is 
granted to him, is to coin Halfpence, and paſs them 

to ſuch as are willing to take them. If then he enjoys 

. theſe Privileges without any Diſturbance from his 

Majeſty's Officers, it is the utmoſt he can claim by | 

the Patent. But notwithſtanding his Majeſty's gea- 

cious Intentions, I fear the receiving theſe Halfpence 
in the Revenue will have all the Effects of a forced 

Currency; for they muſt be returned to the Treaſury, 

= the Army and all Civil Officers muſt be paid with 
3 them, who neither can nor will ſtarve in a Country 
In | where Proviſions are to be had at any rate. But there 
f | TO | are 
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ſuch quantities of Halſpence to make all payments 
with, that no one will take Exchequer Acquittances 


on them; by which means they will have the 
King's Money longer in their Hands to be turned 
to their private Uſes. And if at any time they pay 
Money in Gold and Silver they will expect a Premium 


equal to the diſcount they are allowed for. Halfpence, 


Theſe are not imaginary Caſes, but what was actu- 
ally done during our laſt Deluge of Copper Money. 


I have proved that Gold and Silver will be very 
ſcarce, then if Perſons will not take ſuch Money as 
is Current, they may be in danger of loſing their 
Debts; a Risk few will care ro run, when they 


can convey it into the Exchequer at full Value. 


And it is certain while the Exchequer is open for 


theſe Halſpenc, they will paſs, and while they pals, 


Mr. Wood, our domeſtic Coiners, and Foreigners will be 
at work to ſupply us. This the Parliament of Eng- 


land very well knew, and therefore, when they 


found the Nation likely to be ruined by the Chpp*d 


Money, reſolved that after a certain day, it. ſhould 


not be received in the Exchequer. This they laid 
before the King in an Addreſs defiring the Carren- 
cy of Clipped Money to be regulated according- 
B e 


I have already fully ſhown that we can be no 
way certain of this by his Comptroller's Account. We 


had experienc'd during Knox's Patent, that fecuri- 


te 
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great Numbers of Covetous People who will re- 
ceive them at a diſcount, when they can paſs them 

in his Majeſty's Revenue. Many of the under- Col - 
lectors will encourage their Currency, becauſe they =: 
can purchaſe them at a large diſcount, and return 
them at full Value to the King. They will have 


But Mr. Wood may object that no il Conſequences 
can attend his Coinage, becauſe he has agreed only to 
give us 40000 l. in Halfpence. : 


"(90 ) 


ty to change - Halfpence for Gold o or Sire, altho 
the moſt probable. means, yet proved inefectual, be- 
cauſe it was impoſſible to prove who Coined them, 


But grant Mr. Wood ſhould give a Bond for 5000 1. 
that he will only coin 40000 J. it is well known 
that he has but a ſmall ſhare in this Coinage, and 


no way able to pay ſuch a Sum. But if he ſhould, - 


how can we prove he has forfeited his Recoguizance. 
It cannot be done without the Compiroller, who is 


too much his Friend to be Evidence againft him, 

 _ when he has already Served him at the Expence of | 
ruth. But grant he ſhould, the Bond muſt be ſued _ 
in another Country, and what recompence will 500o!. 


be to this Nation for having received 1000001. in 
his Coppor Money. Mr. Hood will gain by for- 
feiting his Bond, and therefore will not regard the 


Obligation. But it he ſhould; we have at leaſt 30000l. 
in Halfpence at preſent, his 40000 will make our 


Copper Money 700004. Our whole Caſh is but 
5o00000l. + of which is about 83000 J. ſo that 
13000 /. will be only wanting to make one entire 
Sixth of our Caſh to conliſt of Copper; in which 
Caſe + of all Payments will be made in it, and 


then all the conſequences which I have laid down 


will follow wichont the Aſliſtance of Rap-makers. 


ſure Mr. Wood did not think to impoſe upon our Un- 


: Falſe Re- 
ports 
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= Mr.Wood. 


deritandings by ſuch a Propoſal, or imagine it 

would be acceptable to the People of Ireland. 
As Mr. Wocd's Patent was obtained by falſhood 
and miſrepreſentations fo he has attempted to ſup- 
port his Cauſe by groundleſs and improbable Sug⸗ 
ions. 


"He has computed that 700 Tuns of Copper were Coin- 


ad into Halfpence for Ireland, by virtue of Knox's Pa- 
tent, which would amount to 209066 J. when our 


whole Caſh at that Time was ſcarce 300000). Bur . 


to put this Affair paſt diſpute, I believe it will be 


owned that the Bulks, Weight, and ſmall Duty 


of Copper will make it conſtantly be entred in the 


Cultom-Honſe. New * extracts of ourlmportati- 
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plain that from 1685, in the latter end of which 


Knox s Patent paſſed, to 1698 incluſive, at which 
Time the Coinage ſtopt, the whole Quantity of 
Copper and Copper Cuttings, commonly call Shruff, a- 


mounted but to 73 Tuns 12 Hundred 3 Quarters and 
1816. to which adding 4 for the unknown Mixture, 
which Art could not diſcoyer, makes the whole 92 
Tuns, 1 Hund. 151h. This coined into Halfpence at 
25. 8 d. per Pound, make about 27000 l. This is 
the utmoſt that cou'd be coined, and yet what diſ- 


mal Effects followed. In this Calculation, I have 
not allowed any Copper for the Uſe of the King- 


err. | . 
Mr. Mood complained to His Majeſty, That our 


Commiſſioners had, of their own Authority, given Orders 


which obſtructed the paſſing of his Copper-Money. I 


cannot imagine what could prompt him to ſuch a 
Falſhood, except he thought he could thereby ob- 
tain Orders conceiv'd in Negative Terms, which 
would be taken by Jriſb Underſtandings in the At- 


firmatiye. + But had it come to the Teſt, I believe 


our Commiĩſſioners would hardly have trampled on 
Two Acts of Parliament, to ſerve Mr Wood, how- 
ever extraordinary their Conduct would have appear d. 
| Mr. Mood has Reported, That the People of Ireland 


grudge him the Profit, becauſe he is an Engliſhman. 


The contrary of which, a Majority of the Perſons 
in conſiderable Offices, both in Church and State 
in this Kingdom, can experimentally affirm; The 
firſt publik. Repreſentations made againſt theſe 
Halfpence were made by our Commiſſioners, and 
Three of the Four who figned thoſe Papers, were 
Engliſhmen; and one of them is now one of the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury. Did they grudge 
him his Profit, becauſe he was an Engliſhman? 
He fays now, he is oppreſſed by Popular Fury: 
I ſuppoſe he does not mean by this the united Repre- 
(eutations of our Parliament, but the Declarations of 
dur Corporations. Mr. "_ had endeavoured 1 per- 
| „„ ſuade 
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ſuade the World, that although our Parliament re- 
fuſed his Copper Money, yet there was a great De- 
mand jor it among the Traders of this Kingdom. What 
Way cou'd they ſhow the Falſhood of this, bur by 
publickly declaring that they were not willing to 
1 receive them. Altho' theſe Declarations were as u- 
1 niverſal as the A verſion to the Coin, yet they. were 
= made in the calmeſt and moſt peaceable Manner, 
1 without either a ſeditious Word or Action. Mr. 
=: - Mood obtained a Patent for Coining Small Money for 
E:- - the Engliſh Plantations, in Purſuance of which, he 
bad the Conſcience to make Thirteen Shillings out 
of a Pound of Braſs. This Money they rejected in 
5 2. Manner not fo decent as that of Vreland. But he 
has never called it Popular Fury, and we hear No- 
thing of the Patent it ſelt. Our Traders ſuffered 
Pfrodigiouſſy, and for a long Time, by our former 
Coinage of Cpper. For it is not here as in Englaud, 
where if they be overſtocked with Halſpence, it is 
only ſending them to the Engliſb Plantations, where | 
they paſs for Pence. Halfpence there are a good 
Commodity. We had this Trade once, which 
reed us fram the Load of Copper Money which we 
1 | laboured under. But that Trade is now over, for 
i f our Halfpence will not paſs above their Intrinſick 
'Value in the Plantations: Who then can blame our 
Traders for being unanimous in their Refuſal of Mr. 
Mod's Haljpence? BED LIND”; 

[ Mr. Wood has inſinuated that the People of Ireland 
have ſhewed a great diſſaſfection to his Majeſty in ſome 
Pamphlets lately Publiſhed here againſt his Halfpence. 
Ihe Loyalty of this Country is too well citabliſh- 

ed, and too Univerſally known to be called in queſ- 

tidn, upon the Allegations of Mr. Mood. I am ſure 

no one, that reflects upon the Conduct of the Pro- 
teſtants of Ireland at the late happy Revolution, 

and the regard they pay to the memory of their 

Deliverer, who reſtored their Conſtitution; and not 
only preſerv d it during his own Life, but has ſecur- 
ed it to Poſterity, by ſettling the Succeſſion in the 
Bo „ Proteſtant 


re- © Proteſtant Line; No one that reflects upon the No- 
Je- ble ſtand they made for Liberty and againſt the 
lat Pretender, No one that conſiders the untainted Loy- 
by alty which has appear'd in all our Actions ſince his 
to Majeſty's. happy Acceſſion to the Throne of his An- 
u- F ceſtors, can entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion of any 
ere ¶ Diſſaffection among us. e 
be. But were there not theſe clear Demonſtrations of 
Ar. our Loyalty, can any charge againſt a Nation be 
for Supported by Pamphlets written by private Perſons, 
he FF generally unknown? If ir could, the Reputation 
ut of a Kingdom would ſtand on a flenderer founda- 
in tion than that of a private Perſon. I believe there 
he never was a Reign in which Seditious Papers were 
lo- © not Publiſhed in England: Nay his Sacred Majeſ- 
ed ty's moſt juſt Adminiſtration, and the Conduct of _ 
ner the beſt choſen Miniſtry have not eſcaped Seditious 
nd, Pens, altho' there be not one Fact to ſupport their 
15 Malicious refle&ions. I have ſeen Miſt's Journals, 
ere The True Britons &c. Printed in London. I he Pub- I 
od F. liſhers were Proſecuted, and whether found Guilty, 1 
ich or Acquitted, there the Matter ended; and none = 
we ever pretended that ſuch Papers contained the Senſe 
for. of England. Mult Ireland then be the only Country 
ick | whoſe: Senſe of Matters can beſt be judged of by the re- 
Dur | preſentations of private Per ſons either known or unknown ? 
Mr, But there has not been any remiſneſs before or 
ſince the Arrival of his Excellency, The Lord Lieu- 
nd  zenayt in diſcouraging all Papers which might have 
me given cauſe. of Offence, as the ſeveral Proſecutions 
nov depending, and a Proclamation lately publiſh- 
h- ed do ſufficiently demonſtrate. But let not Mr. 
e- | Mood flatter himſelf that theſe Proſecutions are any 
ure way intended to promote a Currency of his Half- 
ro- | fence; No: Had not thoſe Writers quitted their 
MN, Subject (a Subject worthy of the beſt Jriſb Pen), had 
eir they kept to the point in debate, and only oppoſed 
ot Mr. J/od's Frauds, and demonſtrated the pernici- 
r F ous Conſequences of his baſe Coin, they might wo 
ES. | = een 


n 
. i 
„ 
. 8 
, 5 1 
* 2 . T 5 
' & Fl i 
4 T 4 
"27 
1 5 > 
e's Z 
S ” 
« 
9 
* 
- 


ry 1 I 
— 5 . 


6 ” 
7 -1 4 » : 1 T 1 — 13 
8 — — JI oo” A 8 8 rr N 
2 I 


l . 
' 3 Fw * 1 IS bas. 8 9 
c 
: &/ 7 * * . 


' _ Majeſty's good Subjects. 


i 


\ raked ant; * 
r 
SV OW SIP” 


ö * 
. IC * * 
Wo 1 0 
* 4 F N = 
84 1 2 y 
* [53 
hg Ok 
A ; 


= ">." r Y a LIT . 1 nn 
7 4 888 L 3 * 425 * 
s 
8 - 


RW" 4 & aa CO” He Pn A 3 ths T> 
Y ou E | . Ents of . 

= a 2 : % * Ps * 
. 2 5 v4 
* =Y * bl 7 * * * 
232 1 5 1 2 ; 
3 * & x 5 Io * # %. 
% 7 % 

- 
D s 
* by 


a ſafe, and had deſerved the Applauſe of all his 


: 3 
6 . 
N 
„ 1 . 
* _ 
4 * 3 oY J * 5 . s 3 
2 . 4 
5 * 9 — FE. * ** 
Is 9 - 
s 3 * 74 * 
* "; ; 


* 
0 


e 
e 

SEES" IS 

£7 

8 ' 
. 1 . 

8 4 25 

- — 


N 


os - ? 


1 


No one therefore needs fear any diſcountenance 


for refuſing Mr. Wood's Copper Tokens, for his Ma- 
jeſty has no where required any Perſon to receive 


them; Nay I believe he is well pleaſed to ſee the 
Evil effects of this Coin, prevented by the Unani- 
mity of his Loyal Subjects of Ireland. While we 


are Loyal and True to his Majeſty's intereſt, we 


have juſt reaſon to hope and expect the Fayour and 


Protection of the Government; and while we are 
Unanimous, as we are at preſent, we have not the 


leaſt cauſe to apprehend any evil effect from the un- 
juſt Reflections and Aſperſions of Mr: Wood upon 
this Kingdom, or his Attempts and Artifices to in- 


troduce his baſe Cozy among us. 


Since then we ſee every one equally involved in the 
Conſequences of this Coinage, it is unreaſonable to 
expreſs any Dffiidence of our Countreymen; and thoſe 
who promote ſuch Notions cannot but be ſuſpected 
of ſerving Mr. Wood's Purpoſes, by throwing us into 
Contuſion and an univerſal Diſtruſt of each other. 
We apprehend a Currency of Mr. Wood's Halfpence 
would deſtroy our Trade, fink our Credit, and 
cauſe our Gold and Silver to be kept up, and thete- 
fore we refuſe them: And ſhall we let the Appre- 
henſion of this produce all the ill Effects which we 
fear from the Thing it ſelf? "This Pannick will be 
as deſtructive of our Happinets, if it continue, as 
the Currency of the Copper Money, and can be of 
no Service: For Nothing can effectually ſecure us, 


I have nor writ this, that I have the leaſt Doubt 


but his Majeſty has given ſuch! Orders, as will ef- 


tectuaily remove the direful Apprehenſions of his 


Loyal Subjects of Jeland concerning this Coin- 


age: But as the Conduct of this Nation in ſteadily 


refuſing theſe Halfpence, has been traduced by Mt. 


Mod's groundleſs Reports, and malicious Stories; 


ds the People of Trelaud have been repreſented as ac- 


tuated 
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J tuared by Obſtinacy and Pride; I have endes u- 
0 red to put this whole Affair in a juſt Light, and 
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0 ro ſhow on what Grounds they have proceeded. 
— have appealed to the Reaſon of my Reader, which, 
e I hope, will convince him that the People of this 
e Countrey, in refuſing a Baſe Coin, which owed its 
* Being to his groſs Miſrepreſentations of the State of this 
8 Nation, which has been carried on by Fraud and 


© | Deceit, and ſupported by his Lies and Calumm, and 
d il 2 Currency of which will be highly prejudicial to his 
8 Majeſiy's Revenue, deft; active of the Trade and Com- 
e merce of this Nation, and of the miſt dangerous Conſe- 
Is - quences to the Properties of the Subject; I ay, I do not 
n K doubt but the Reaſon of my Reader, who is in love 
With Liberty, and has any Regard for a Parliamentary 

| Conſtitution, will force him to be of Opinion that 
E the People of IRE LAND, in this whole Affair, 
0 BF have done Nothing unworthy the Deſcendants of 
T'xUE-BORN BRITONS. 
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AS Alſo, 


The Hi 7 of the Revolutions that 
Happened in the Government of the 
Roman Republic By the Abbot De 
Vertot, Engliſ'd By Mr. Ozeb, u in 


two Volumes 8 
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